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$87.5M for housing

m Counties' plan offers
financial incentives

to local communities;
LIA criticizes it for lack
of inclusionary zoning

EY RICK BRAND
et s andBowncday oom

Saffolk County Exotstive
Steve Levy, leadieg a down-
state coalition of seven subsar-
ban counties, launched an
7. 5million poogosal yester-
day to spur mew affordable
housing by offering commumni-
:RT E:;:Tg:al incentives fto
elp yaldet pcu}n:in.

J.l.:-rv suld the indtiative s the
outgrowth of common regioa-
& warrics that the cousties”
brightest voung people can't
stay here becauss of Righ real
estate prices.

“The crisis is now,™ Levy
said ar a mews conference in
Hauppauge. "The suburbs
have been shut out foe many
peaple the want to experi-
ence the American deesm.”

But the proposal for mew
state legislation immnediately
brocght criticism from the
head of Long Island’s largest
business group, the Long Is-
land Association, for its lack of
2 provision for “inchasiosary
ronieg™ mk;aquin: bullders to
make workforce housu:g part
n{m} now deve

Incestive alone 'm]J not
solve Losg Island’s adioedable
housing problem,” said associa-
ton president Matthew Cros-
son. “You Bave to have el
sionary roning”

Levy’s inigiative, in the works
for a year, calls for stase fund-
ing of 3875 million over the
next five years {0 encourage
liocad commusities 10 volustari-

create special areas where
'; relopers would be able to
erect al least 15 percest mone
unics than zonlsg allows If m
least 20 percent are affordable,

Locs] poverssment would gt
carrots  including cash  pay-
ments for every building per-
mit isvaed. Exira school costs
would be reisbaried and zeso-
intevest loans would be avail-
able for infrasfructuse cosky
such as roads and sewers.

The new indtEative oomoes

Any ideas on how
to make Lomg
Island more afford-
abla? Lot us keow
gline at ;

NEWSDAY, COMI

after an LiA-backed proposal
5 creale an isclusionary hous-
'!m; law has szalled i Albany
for several years. It was origi-
mally sponsored by former As-
!ar:lm:h Thomas DiNapoll pow
the state comptroller. and
former Stare Sen. Michae! Bale
bomi, mow the state homeland
weurity czas,

Crasson sald he |5 In talics
with Senate Depety Majordty
Leader Doan Skelos (K-Rock-
ville Cemirel, and is optamistic
for prospects for a revised BEIL
MNascan County Executive Tho-
s Suozci, who did mot attend
e mariws conferense, said larery
he sapports both Incentives
and inclusionary roning

Levy 325d the coatroversial
provisiom was kft our 1o
avoid "scaring off* officials in
Hudson Valley counties who
sre coo0l to the idea Levy sald
ha ahways bat sapported inca-
shomary ronieg and would sap-
poet 2 special provision for
Nagewa and Saffolk alome

*The two comcepts are com-

sscatary, but I belicve the
moentive approach will, in the
end, pet 2 kot mose housing
dome,” sald Levy. “We can't
be waiting four more years to
preenate 1he idea”

Some, however, worry that
the incentive proposal might
hurt efforts to pEin support
for inclusionary zoning. "I k-
centives advamce shead on
their own without il
with the ather pied, it oo
be dewgercms fram 8 legisls-
thve stasdpolnt,™
Camcron, chairman of the
Loog Isdhnd Regopal Plas-
ning RBoard

Tom Dunbam  Skelos'
spokesman, wid Sepate offi-
cials are waiting 10 see detaily
of Levy's plan. Dunhsm ace
knos that talk= alzo are
usder way with Croston 1o
bulld *“more flexibilicy™ Ento
his plan, but added &t & =still a
fluid suation.”

Levy declined 1o say how
much housing the new indtia-
tive would create, sapiog 5t will
d on what form the flmal

— yoi 2o b draftod — will
take and bow the money is lee

f with other fundisg.

Ha Supervisor Stewe
Bellone, wiho sitended the
news conference, sald the new
approach i better tham trying
1 prt pEand
you \lf:ﬁl to solve the dem.

ou Bave to change a=
Lm" b sald. “That's --n:ﬁ.u
proposal does. [t says you are
3«’;& paing mbr harmed by this

(]

Kobert Wisbolt, exccutive
Vice president of the Long Is-
land Buflders lestiiuze, also
supported the proposal. ~If
the comnties want to dig in
and gt ihings dose, the &
the way 1o do It~ be sald =If
yoea baild it, they will stay.”

on ewne, “I

The suburbs
have been shut
out for many
people who want
to experience the
American dream.’
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Levy, leading a downstate coalition of seven suburban countles, anncences the housing plan.

Affordable Housing Initiative

Funding:
2875 million over five years

Participants:
Naszau, Suffolic, Westchester, Rockdand,
Dutchess. Putnam and Orange counties.

Goal:

To get towns and villages to voluntari

creale areas where wwidlgc
to comstruct at least 2‘5 percent

maore units than allowed under current

zorang if ot besst 20 percent are affordable.

ﬁ of the affordabbe units would have 1o
g0 to those earning no more than B0 per-
cent of the area median income (§75.050
far a iamﬂy of fourl; the other hadl wo Il.’!

10 120 percent of ¢
an mcomr (511%553 for family of Four)

Incentives:
Cash payments {or every affordakble unit
buile; extra schaol aid for extra students:
zero-interest loans for Infrastructure such
as roads and sewers.

SOURCE: SUFFOLK COUNTY EXECUTIVE



